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BALINATH IS ANOTHER FORM
OF BAIDYAMATH, AND HERE,
LORD SHIVA 15 KNOWN AS

¥, SHIVA BAIDYANATH OR
- THE LORD OF PHYSICIANS

(rave

Mew Delhi, January 8, 2017

THE LAND OF DIVINE UNION

Baijnath Temple holds significance because, according to Hindu mythology, it stands near the confluence
of River Gomati and Garur Ganga, where Lord Shiva and Parvati got married, writes SOMEN SENGUPTA

ith a breathtakimg 300

km-wicle angle view of

splendid Kamaon

Himalaya in the back-

round, a small village
o thie hank of Biver Gomati stands
like o sllent soldier, In this iy vil-
lage, amazing stone temiples with their
exceptional archaeology and cen-
Turibessodd Jegend attract people from
places near and far.

Far those Grithiul 1o God, this is
|'-.~'rh.|.ps the most sacred ]:I.Ln' an «arth,
anal for the non-believers, whio like b
explone the rich heritape of India, it 15 2
treasure hunt, Bafjuath, the | 00H-vear-
old anclent stene femple complex in
Uttaraklvand, is indeed a spot te stop al
fOF many reasons,

History, mythdogy, and legend all
havve Tomched the saga ol Baijnathe From
lima immemarial, lecal people have
kelieved that while in exile, the
Pandavas of Mahabharala came here 1o
worship Goddess Farvati. Today, the
temple of Parvatl — the maln o
ameng 18 stmllar temples — §s e of a
kil iy the Eaeaoiy megion. Promisiing
serenity, the temple complex impants the
|.||'|IJ~»-.-.1]'-|.' A regal appaa

Adccarcling 1o mythology, Shiva and
Parvali gol married on the banks ol
Ciomali and Ciarur I.i.|.1|g,L The |'-I.'||'-:-
was laler ruled by their son Kartikeva,
hence it was named Kartikeyapum. This
has atiracted many God-fearing |u-||~l--
tor this place for many centurles, ang
even v, all festivals related te Lord
Shiva ane celebrated here with fanfane

Haowever, sccording o a few authen-
Lic hislory searces, This place was the
capital of Eatyuri kings, who ruled from
the Tth 1o | 1h century, an<d as worship-

wers of Shiva, they built these temples
wetwesn the 9th and | 1th centuries.
Laical I.-J__-.-"-.I has it that these |;|-||'||'|||--:
were bl overndghit ta please the Gaod,
a workers were allowe -.ﬁ cnly at might,

Baijimth & anether forin of
Baidyanath, and here, Lord Shiva is
kniswn as Shiva Baadyanath, the Lord
of pleysicians

The comrplex boases 18 lemples,
wihere the Parvali temple is the central

soimt of attraction. The doar of the lem-
e 1= well-crafted and the six-f-high
tour-handed Pareatl staiue, made of
Hack chiseled stome. 15 a splemdid plce
of mauitain sculptuge, The idol is
enshrined inside the main wemphe aloig
wilh 26 smad| stalues.

Hher temples are smadler in s,
braat still stand Lall in all thear glery. Near
the Farvati temipde is the Brahmani or
Bamani I-.-11|'|:h'. I;'g;.'nd luas 1 dhat this

DUE TO FREQUENT
THEFT OF ARTIFACTS,
MOST TEMPLE DDORS
ARE LOCKED, BUT
THAT DOES NOT
DEPRIVE VISITORS
OF THE BEAUTY
OF THE STONE
ARCHITECTURE IN
THE FORM OF SMALL
STATUES ACROSS
THE COMPLEX
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temiple was built by o Brahnsin woman
aller shae wins abducted by o Eshalriya

The complix is full of teniples dedi
caled toather Hindu Gads and
Crodidesses. such as Shiva Kedareshwar,
Laxmi Marayvan, Ganesha, Chandika.
Kuber, Surya, Brahma, and Eall, Dge ta
frequent theft of artifacts, most temple
doors are lecked, bui that does no
deprive visitors of the beauty of the
stome anchitectare i the form of ensall
alatues all aomoss the complex.

If seen with allention, cne can spat
Lhe slatules I|.|.'|'|n1: i '|:l|.'tl'u;'r.|. o distane-
Lve postures arwl expressions. The suler
walls of the temples are nol embedlished
with many floral designs or bumean fg-
ures, which is comman n this schood of
architeciure, Instead. a simple vt altrac-
tive desigin is followed hire in most of
the temples. Gray and blue stones an
placesd an the steps amd every temple i=
crowned with an Amalkaka, a lefus strac
ture madke of Che same stome. The crown
= 1hr||'-.~w.l i the form aff a I:\-Ir-::-mlni_:
lontuas aned it encircles the tap ol each
tempde. The sieme placement bere fil-
lciwes a A ial englneering The stane
slabs ane held together by a binder of
eavgiad hal, and now after Ay :.1.'-.1|.=~-l['
alf eroaion aiwl weatlvwering, a bew
snrines are leaning lowards each ather.

A lew temaples have a :l'-.lrli-.-'- kinal ol
exlension decorated with bells amd their
scune aften creates a divine amasphere
im Ehis mear-silent I-.-11|ph' n'-11|'|:h':-:.
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Hizre in Bagjmath, mamy stalues are
etther defaced or braken; some are
umder the e sk, clearly ||'ul||'.'|11|'¢
towards the destraciion of temples
which dor't exist anymore. This temple
|.||||'||'|||'!l; was alsa vandalised by invaders
several tiimes. Whether it was the papac-
ity fore wasalth o the blind ksandieg te
lundamental politics, e bemples ol
Baijnath bave Taced many slorms in lhe
pasl. From 1388 Do 1939, i was plun
dered by Timur Lang. ARer 2 long gap
:\|Llll_|1ﬂ| emperar .‘.l.lr.|.1|g_..'|'|'- almast
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dliestrved 1L, and 1hen came Nader Shah
af Iram im 1739, who also atlacked the
temiple comples and Jooted it

Chem the Rabillla Afgans aftacked
arid defaced many slatiues aff Balinath
temiple between 1743 amd 1744 Needless
L 2V, affler o Inany abises, the aiiligui-
iy ol this place was damaged and many
ol The origmeal wonders ane Tough 1o ne
creale. Oine such examyple 1 Lhe Kali
Lempde, which dowssit exist anmvmorne aned
the deity stands under the apen sky.

®ear the Raimath I:-:-||1|'-!|]-=-= pmples.
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comsddered] one of the fimest archaealog
ical exhibataons of that era, is a holy

watler bady fram where a ||Illh| ol slairs
lakes ome ta the I.'-||'|I|:1ﬁ This was buih

by the U al the |'|F‘|"|'" NEG
yvaars ago, The water body 1= full of
Bl fisls and it B2 belioved thet feediing
these Tish is sacned.

A nearby maseum has on display
wany broken andd semi-broken arilacis
that bear testimony Lo the aneal past
1:n|1|d-c-||.r. It 15, without & dowbt, a trea-
sure frove of iII‘|.'|'|.'r:xI|-\.I|.I_'I-\..I..| womslers




